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Child Abuse Conference

October 4, 2013 
Best Western Ramkota Hotel 
Conference Center
3200 W Maple St. 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Register online at sanfordhealth.org and  
type in keyword Child’s Voice Conference

 



Featured Speakers
Sharon W. Cooper, MD, FAAP 
Sharon Cooper is the CEO of Developmental and 
Forensic Pediatrics, PA a consulting firm which 
provides medical care, research, training and expert 
witness experience in child maltreatment cases as 
well as medical care for children with disabilities.  

She works regularly with numerous national and international 
investigative agencies on Internet Crimes against Children cases.  

Dr. Cooper spent 21 years in the Armed Forces retiring as a colonel, and 
has worked in both the civilian and military arenas in child abuse and 
developmental pediatrics.  She holds a faculty position at the University 
of  North Carolina Chapel Hill School of  Medicine and the Uniformed 
Services University of  Health Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland.  She is 
an instructor at the Army Medical Education Department Center and 
School at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas where she provides multidisciplinary 
training in all forms of child maltreatment to health care providers, law 
enforcement, attorneys, judges, therapists, chaplains, and social workers.  

For the past several years, Dr. Cooper has served as a consultant to and a 
Board member of  the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
where she teaches about the victim aspects of  Internet crimes against 
children and commercial sexual exploitation of  children and youth.  She 
has also provided numerous international training for the International 
Center for Missing and Exploited Children. Dr. Cooper has lectured both 
nationally and internationally in well over 300 conferences for the US 
Department of  Justice, the FBI, the North Carolina District Attorney’s 
Association, several Attorney General’s conferences, the American Academy 
of Pediatrics, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and Interpol among 
others.  She has published chapters in texts, and is the lead author of  the 
first comprehensive textbook on the medical, legal, and social science 
aspects of  child sexual exploitation and Internet crimes against children.  

Dr. Cooper has provided testimony before the US Congress as well as 
international senates.  She is a board member of  several organizations and 
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is a member of  several national and international professional groups.  Dr. 
Cooper was selected by Newsweek Magazine as one of  the 150 Women 
Who Shake the World (March 2011).  She has also been selected by the 
Attorney General of  the United States as a member of  the Defending 
Childhood Task Force:  Children Exposed to Violence (2011-2012).

Kevin Koliner 
Kevin Koliner is an Assistant US Attorney in South Dakota, 
where he has prosecuted a wide variety of  cases ranging from 
white collar to violent crimes.  Since January 2013, he has 
served as Appellate Chief  for the district, and he serves as 
the designated civil rights prosecutor.  He has successfully 

prosecuted large-scale human trafficking cases.  He has conducted 
numerous training programs for law enforcement and the general public on 
identifying, investigating, and prosecuting labor and sex trafficking cases.  
Koliner is a South Dakota native, and he is a graduate of  the University of  
Minnesota and University of  Virginia School of  Law.  Prior to becoming 
a federal prosecutor, he was a commercial litigator in Portland, Oregon.

Kenneth S. Snell, MD 
Minnehaha County Coroner/Medical Examiner 
Originally from Gadsden, AL, Dr. Snell completed his 
undergraduate degree, Medical Doctorate degree, and 
Pathology training in Mobile, AL at the University 
of  South Alabama.  After completing his Pathology 

training, Dr. Snell completed a fellowship in Forensic Pathology at the 
Office of the Chief  Medical Examiner, Chapel Hill, NC.  He is board 
certified in Anatomic/Clinical Pathology and Forensic Pathology.  

After completing his training, Dr. Snell worked in the Charlotte, NC ME 
office and the Memphis, TN ME office.  From 2006 until 2010, Dr. Snell 
worked for the Alabama Dept. of  Forensic Sciences and served as the Chief  
Medical Examiner 2008 to 2010.  Dr. Snell began his current position as 
the Minnehaha County Coroner/Medical Examiner in February 2011.  



7:15-8 a.m.	 Registration & Continental Breakfast

8-8:10 a.m.	 Welcome and Introductions   

8:10-9:40 a.m.	 �Child Exploitation-   
Domestic Sex Trafficking of Minors 
Sharon Cooper, MD

9:40-10:10 a.m.	� Update on Child Sex Trafficking 
in South Dakota, Kevin Koliner, 
JD, Assistant US Attorney 

10:10-10:30 a.m.	 Break	

10:30 a.m.-Noon	 �Serious Child Abuse or Torture – A 
Rose By Any Other Name Has Just as 
Many Thorns, Sharon Cooper, MD

Noon-1 p.m.	 Buffet Lunch Provided

1-2 p.m.	 �Non-Accidental Trauma in Infants 
and Children from the Perspective of a 
Forensic Pathologist, Kenneth Snell, MD    

2-2:30 p.m.	� Case Study of South Dakota Child   
Moderator: Kenneth Snell, MD    

2:30-2:50 p.m.	 Break

2:50-3:40 p.m.	� Child Sexual Abuse Dynamics and Disclosure	
Colleen Brazil, MSW, CSW, PIP 

3:40-4:40 p.m.	� Local Perspective:  Presented by the 
Sioux Falls Police Department 

	 •  �Abuse of Street Drugs and Prescription 
Drugs and the Effects on our Children  

	� Detective Ryan Flogstad, Narcotics Division 
	 •  �Internet Crimes and Children:  Impact 

on Sioux Falls Metro Children 
	� Sgt. Sean Kooistra and  

Detective Jessica Speckmeier 

4:40 p.m.	 Wrap Up
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Education/Credit
CME: The Sanford USD Medical Center is accredited by 
the South Dakota State Medical Association to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians. 

The Sanford USD Medical Center designates this live 
educational activity for a maximum of 7 AMA PRA Category 1 
credit™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate 
with the extent of  their participation in the activity. 

Nursing:   
The Sanford Health Center for Learning is an approved provider of  
continuing nursing education by the Washington State Nurses Association 
Continuing Education Approval & Recognition Program (CEARP), 
and accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation. 

Approved for 7.0 ANCC Contact Hours.

Social Work – This course has been approved by the South Dakota 
Board of  Social Work Examiners for 7 contact hours.  
Program #5673

EMS – South Dakota Department of  Safety – Office of EMS has 
awarded 7.5 hours of  CEU toward EMS recertification in the area of  
pediatrics.

South Dakota Board of Counselors – The board will accept continuing 
education credits for programs approved by AMA PRA Category 1.

Thank You
A special thank you to Child Advocacy Centers of South 
Dakota (CACSD) for assistance with planning, organizing and 
funding this event as well as the entire planning committee. 
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National Children’s Alliance, a not-for-
profit organization whose mission is to 
provide training, technical assistance and 
networking opportunities to communities 
seeking to plan, establish and improve 
children’s advocacy centers.

Fees and Registration
Registration fee for the conference includes course materials, 
refreshments and lunch. Please register at sanfordhealth.org and type  
in keyword Childs Voice Conference. For more information, please 
contact Elizabeth Groff, Administrative Assistant, at (605) 333-2200.  

Fee
Sanford Health Employees/Physicians: $25
Non Sanford Health Employees: $50

Register Online
Visit Sanfordhealth.org and type in Keyword: 
Child’s Voice Conference.

Hotel
A block of  rooms are available at the Ramkota Hotel. State rates 
available with proper identification. Non-State rate $77. Call 
(605) 336-0650, mention Sanford Health Community Response to 
Child Abuse Conference. Rooms must be booked by 9/12/13. 

Conference Location
The 13th Annual Response to Child Abuse will be held at the Ramkota 
Hotel and Conference Center. Please note, room temperatures tend to 
fluctuate, so bring a light jacket or sweater for comfort. The Ramkota 
Hotel is located at 3200 W. Maple St. in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
For more information please visit http://siouxfalls.bwramkota.com/
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Target Audience 
Child abuse professionals involved in the identification, investigation, 
prosecution or treatment of  children who may be victims of  child abuse 
and neglect will benefit from this conference. Target audience includes: 
social workers, law enforcement, attorneys, judges, victim advocates,  
counselors, CASA volunteers, first responders, health professionals, 
medical, nursing, and other students, daycare providers, teachers, foster 
parents, and others interested in the field of  child abuse and neglect. 

Statement of Need
The National Children’s Alliance recommends that child abuse 
professionals receive continuing education on the latest trends and 
research in child abuse annually.  Child’s Voice and Child Advocacy 
Centers of  South Dakota are committed to best practice in the 
evaluation of  children who may be victims of  child abuse and neglect.  
The conference agenda was chosen based on feedback from prior 
attendees and the multidisciplinary team members.

Disclosure
Faculty disclosure and commercial relationship information will be made 
available at the activity. Speakers are required to disclose discussion of  
any off label, experimental or investigational uses of  drugs or devices in 
their presentations. Disclosure of  these relevant financial relationships 
will be published in course materials so those participants in the activity 
may formulate their own judgements regarding the presentation.  
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