	[image: image2.png]WA gy Firelands
=’ Regional
Health System






	Title: Use of Standard Policy and Procedure Form


Effective Date: 9/74
Number: 
Page: 1 of 1


1
	[image: image1.jpg]



	Title:  MEDICAL SCREENING EXAM IN THE EMERGENCY 
           SERVICES  DEPARTMENT
	ID #: 

Effective: 3/98

Page: 1 of 1

	
	STANDARD POLICY AND PROCEDURE FORM
	



	Written By:   Jodi Wilson, RN
	Distribution:  Emergency Services Manual

	Title:    Nurse Director, Emergency Services Dept
	

	Approved By (signature & title): 
	Revised: 3/98, 5/01, 5/04

	Senior VP & CNO
	

	
	Reviewed:  12/00, 4/03, 7/06

	
	


PURPOSE:  To assure appropriateness of medical screening and care for patients presenting to Firelands Regional Medical Center  Emergency Services Department.

POLICY:  Any patient presenting at Firelands Regional Medical Center  seeking emergency care will receive an appropriate medical screening exam.  This includes minors who present without a parent, a medical screening exam should be performed to determine condition/medical stability while attempting to contact parents/guardian.

PROCEDURE:  A medical screening exam will consist of a history and physical appropriate to the patient’s complaint, with ancillary testing as necessary.

If a pregnant patient of 20 weeks or more gestation presents to the Emergency Department reporting contractions, she will be taken directly to the Obstetrical Department.

There are some cases when a patient may present to the Emergency Services Department for non-emergency treatment such as:  patients presenting with orders from a private physician for splint placement, IV Therapy, IV Medications, etc.  These patients should be offered a medical screening exam.  If this exam is declined, a request should be made to have the patient sign the Refusal of Medical Screening Form.  (Sample of Refusal of Medical Screening form attached.)
If the patient is presenting with the sole purpose of seeking mental health or chemical dependency evaluation or counseling, and has made prior arrangements through the hot line or contact with the appropriate department to be seen at the Emergency Department by the Behavioral Health Professional, then the evaluation by the Behavioral Health Professional will serve as the medical screening exam.  Please refer to the POLICY & PROCEDURE FOR MHP SAFE SITE VISITS AND CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY SCREENING IN FIRELANDS REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT.  

All other patients should have a medical screening exam done by a member of the Firelands Regional Medical Center Professional Staff.  If a patient refuses to have a physician exam, the patient will be asked to sign an AMA form and the documentation of the patient’s mental status should show that the patient is alert and oriented to time, person, and place.  If the patient refuses to sign the AMA form, his refusal should be documented on the form and on the patient chart.
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